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The Japanese
of Kansas

City

by Giles M. Fowler

hey are a people, it
seems, of delicacy
discretion i

and , their
presence in Kansas City
visible but b
like a single bright
broidered i the

They add subtle ornament, character to the dewast

in the sense of a
adjecti X
Tak and Ayako Oda, both 32,
live in an Park town
house and might in their style

of
cans. His suit could be from Jack
Henry, her sweater and gkirt -
from Swanson's, their manmer
fmmagoodmmmucam-y
club. No ritual bows at the door-
way. Their sons, Masato
(Mark), 5. and Hayato (Eu-
gene), 2, romp over the cot
andhisfascimungmxebook.
Tak runs the U.S. sales office
of Sokkisha Ltd., a Japanese
manufacturer of survey equip-
ment. The job involves much
travel, and because of that, per-
haps, he treasures his domestic
life. He and Ayako enjoy show-
ing the old furniture they have
dugupanocalamiquemopeand
flea markets. ‘I can have Japa-
nese things at home,” he says.

neighbors—even those aware
that Japanese exist. among
them—they tend to be lumped
into stereotypes: the docile
Army bride in her’ exotic kimo-
no. The formal industrialist, who
bows elegantly before striking a
million-dollar deal. The aesthete
éngaged in obscure arts like cal-
i or ‘origami (decorative




IntbeUnitedstawstba'famﬂy!orme purpose
o{leam%&ghsh' , Yurie Oshima, 12, is on the roll
at Park North Junior High.

ture in America.” She wants culture after their playtime with
them to feel a sense of place, of American friends. On Japanese
the Midwest. “Do you know festival days, out come tradition-
yoldpeopleha'ewbowﬂd aldecorauons.mfamﬂygets
tell the children folk stories from back to Japan every two years,
this area?” she asks. The older and when they can’t go in person
child is in preschool and takes they i

ano lessons. Twice a week the stmmmborrowed[romthe
little one goes to children’s pro- Japaneseconsxﬂate.Copiaola
grams at a nearby library. She Tokyo newspaper arrive by
herself attends a literature class * mail.

at Johnson County Community A source of real worry is that

]

B

College. Masato will be well into his
But look beyond their appar- schooling when the family comes
ent integration into American -home The Japanese educational

mmmg.mlnxingsoaka;‘s:e *The Japanese are very com-
finds peculiar the American petitive people,”” Ayako ex-
practice of uprooting dande- plams'meymva'ybusygo-
lions—*'In Japan we love dande- ingon.goinson.doywknow
lions.”’ She regrets there are s0 what I mean? Making sure they
gew places here to buy Japanese always do better."
‘oodstuffs—only

three shops in
Greater Kansas City sell them— n depth if not in numbers,
and has to make due with a sort me‘.lapawenrehere.m
of hybrid cuisine, Western ingre- Jeast enough of them,

dients cooked in a Japanese
manner.

At home they speak Japa-
nese—no chance for the kids to scene. Japanese companies with
forget the ancestral tongue—and sales or distribution branches
—much care is taken to indoctri- here include Sokkisha, Sony,
nate the children in Japanese * Toyota, Hitachi Metals, Daitom,

photographs by
Roy Inman
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Japanese

~ Basketball hoop in the driveway

ment here of a full-scale Japa-

nese consilate general with ju-

risdiction in six states. And the

International Trade Club of

Greater Kansas City, by way of
and wel

et on an expensive
block in Prairie Vil-

expresses much
about the people who live there—
Dr. Kasumi Arakawa, who
heads the anesthesiology depart-
ment at the Un.iversity of Kansas

M Center; his engagingly
ul wife, June, and their

poets
scholars as well. ‘June is also
J .frbmgwealthy

Herunthu-hnnl\merimfrom

City.
friends

ny—written in Iowa.

He and June had met in To-
kyo, but did not become friends
until both had reached America,
she as a student at Huron College
in South Dakota. They were mar-
ried in this country in flat defi-

anesthesiology

umlog his father's specialty.
The parental “unhlppinen
was one reason, - along
Casey's professional opportuni-
ties here, that the couple decided
to remain in America. They have
since become U.S. citizens.

But not to the forfeiture of

the fluidity and democracy. of
American society. Yet their

psyches, thdrll.festyleundthar

! | mppo.e. if I analyze my-
self, that I think and act like an
American while I'm at work,"”
Casey says. “‘But at home where
I can relax, I begin to feel Japa-
nese again, to adopt a Japanese

: above, Head of a Guardian

King;
tromtbeKamathu'md (1185 to 1392).
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Buddhist Guardian King, Early Heian Period (794 to 897).

rative or subtly
mystical; porcelains

and ceramics of delicate
beauty and antiquity;
woodblock prints by acknowl:
edged masters; objects jin lac-
guered wood; religious statu-
ary; noh s; saddles and
war helmets; and a de-
finitive display of sword guards.
The Nelson Galleéry's Japanese

tions, says Marc Wilson, curator
of Oriental art. “‘But it is good—
and we've been buying more
from Japan in the last two or
three years than from any other
partof Asia.” X

nese collection had a fitting
showcase, Wilson adds. Now
there are frequent visits by Jap-
anese scholars to view this
Midwestern "repository of their
country’s treasures.

J‘t,mehnseml-ouedha'dmdren
in' Japanese classes,
- despite their At the.

orihiko and Mimi
shima understand

little , leaving
the ion to their
daugh! Yurie, 12, as

poi pretty as a
pa'eelnmlmh&. A younger
daughter, Hana, 10, seems less

reserved—maybe it's her T-shirt
that reads “Tennis is my rac-
quet, but love is my game.”” The
two boys, 8-year-old Katsu and 6-
year-old Masa, play in another
room, too young to join the fami-
ly at tea with their guest. Hospi-
tality is a pleasant ritual in the
Oshima house, which is small,
new and much like other houses
in this Parkville development.

. But for all the eager courte-
sies, the smiles, the perpetual
praises of Middle America (the
people so “nice,”” the air so
clean, the sky so blue), one reads
in the words and faces a hint of
not-quite-concealed wistfulness.
And the home, with little furni-
ture, a Japanese kite hung on the
wall like an afterthought, seems

ships and an import-export firm.

here every few months for three-
week stays. Mimi and the chil-
dren came last July and plan to

the most marketable skills that a
Japanese in today’s world can
possess. So the family has relin-
quished its full life together, the
wife and children have left
friends they admittedly miss,
and now they confront a strange
land in order to enhance their fu-

ture.

The present is another thing.
Oh yes, they have some Japa-
nese friends here. Mrs. Oshima

secretary at the Japanese consu-
late, who knew her in Tokyo and
helped her get settled here. Yes,
the kids are doing fine in school:
Yurie is on the honor roll at Park
Hill North Junior High, and the
others are admired by their

lege, has just resumed piano
studies at Park College, as' much
to pick up English as to refine
her musicianship.

Then you hear—not stated as
complaint—that for months she
spent her daytimes in solitary
study of the TV set, jotting down
words she ought to learn, waiting
for the kids to come home from

. school, the friends ‘work, so
she would have sol to tally
to. And Yurie seems ivalent,
guarded, about her can so-

cial life: There are friends but
not “‘close’’ friends, many school-
mates she likes and others who
“show off—in Japan not many
people show off.”’ And the rented
house is cramping, with only
ment of Japanese cuisine has to
wait for the father’s visits, when
he brings i items from

cars, is a frightening experience.

(Especially in the snow. One day

last winter Mrs. Oshima’s car

slid intoa horrifying zigzag and
an ice bank.)

, the neighbors have been
kind, sending over home-baked
bread and rolls in gratitude for
some lunch Mimi has cooked for
their children. Hana has a chum
whose home she visits, and little
Katsu, who had spent an earlier
four months here staying with
family friends, has adjusted
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SUMMER SALE!

ALUMINUM | omismurmeronor

they your
will be @ playroom for
service today. 252-8130. Or drop by owr

vk, THOSE IN THE KNOW . .
> . GO SHOCO
LET SHOCO SHOW YOU
Enhonce the beauty of your home through the oddi-

ORNAMENTAL
STORM
DOORS AND WINDOWS
STEEL-VINYL-ALUMINUM SIDING
Instailed by Experts ALuminy M :

TED SHOUSH co.

Oda runs the U sles aficefo Sokkisha L., 8 maradacturer 317 WEST MAPLE i

dsn.ey . ~ C#‘\Now 2 5 2'8 .I 30 PLANNING SERVICE




The only powder
with the taste of Hi-C
and afull day’s
supply of vitaminC.

[90¢ SAVE_20¢]
|

Accomplishment,
competition

brings us things like toys or food.
Something to make us happy."

ver mind that it's
small (200 mem-
bers) and that its
membership is

Heart of America Japan-Ameri-
ca Society_ still provides, per-
haps, the only window into Japa-
nese culture as a living, logal en-
tity. Since its 11 founders first
got together in 1962, the group
has practiced to the letter of its
predictably worded bylaws—*‘to
promote understanding’’ and
goodwill between the two coun-
tries. During the current
World Trade Week, its members
will trot out their arts, costumes
and folk customs for display in
the mall of the Ward Parkway
Center.

Not only has the group ar-
ranged entertainments, granted
scholarships, organized lan-
guage classes and sponsored vis-
its here by students from Kansas
City's Japanese “sister ecity,”
Kurashiki, but it has acted at
times as a kind of benevolent so-
ciepy to aid resident or transient
Japar in need. On one occa-
sion, lan immigrant mother- had
“been abandoned by her husband
and was threatening suicide.
Members stepped in to help
straighten out her domestic and
financial woes, and the story
ended happily when the husband
returned. #

Not that Japanese usually
need—or at least demand—

tion in America (it was once ille-
gal for Asians to marry Cauca-
sians in Missouri, for example),
_ they have kept their resolve to
;opr:)lsperbysell-muaneeonallen

Mrs. Lena Dennis, wife of a
dean at Park College, made a
study of the Japanese communi-
ty several years ago that
revealed some striking facts:
““The Japanese don't go to agen-
cies or even each other for help,
as a rule. You don’t find them on

* the welfare or juvenile court
rolls. That would be a terrible
loss of face. Japanese parents in-
sist on extra work, accomplish-
ment, competition and success."”

Giles M. Fowler is a staffl writer.

STAR, May 20, 1975, Page 12




